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hundreds of others had been feeling. Some knowing
victims of wishful thinking said to one another, " This
will finish Winston." They were profoundly mistaken.
There he was next day back in the Chamber, as
pugnacious a rogue elephant as ever.
Churchill will be remembered best in that Parlia-
ment for his strenuous opposition to the Government's
India policy. His conduct smacked of cantankerous-
ness. Somehow he gave the impression that he was
more interested in embarrassing Mr. Baldwin and
company than in serving the highest interests of the
British Commonwealth. He declined to serve on the
Joint Select Committee and discovered grounds for
accusing the Secretary of State of improperly influ-
encing the evidence to be submitted. The resultant
hearings and findings of the Committee of Privileges
constituted a painful repulse. At Conference after
Conference of the Conservative Party he and his
henchmen attacked the policy. But Baldwin won
through; on his side there was a great body of influence
and intelligence. In the House Churchill fought the
huge Bill on the main principles and then clause by
clause. But the Government were not shaken. The
only casualty was the Secretary of State for India,
Sir Samuel Hoare, who went sick towards the end of
the Committee stage. After the struggle was over
Churchill announced his intention of loyally accepting
the verdict of Parliament. This was a graceful gesture
in an excellent tradition. But what else could he do
and what good had he done? In 1935 Epping sent
him back with as large a majority as ever.
His most grievous experience in recent years was
the pain he underwent at the abdication of Edward
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